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Embrace Ideas uses the arts & humanities to 
activate, inform and engage community 
members in the journey for racial equity and 
anti-racist discourse.

The memorial is a physical embodiment of our 
values and mission. 

The Center is a hub of interaction research with 
mission-aligned policymakers and 
organizations. Embrace Ideas  is a channel to the 
Beloved Community. 

Context

Call to Action

King Boston is a privately funded non-profit 
working closely with the City of Boston and the 
Boston Foundation to create a living memorial and 
programs honoring the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and Coretta Scott King, and their time and 
work together in Boston. 

The memorial is intended to inspire visitors to 
reflect on the values of racial and economic justice 
that both espoused. Through the memorial and 
related programming, King Boston envisions an 
inclusive and equitable Boston for all.



The embrace and the Process

● 14 community meeting
● 126 submissions
● Proposal displayed at the Bolling 

Building and the BPL

A panel of experts – renowned educators, 
visual artists and curators rooted in the 
Black tradition organized by the City of 
Boston and King Boston, selected “The 
Embrace” 

Hank Willis Thomas, a New York based, 
internationally acclaimed African 
American conceptual artist, and MASS 
Design Group in March 2019.
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April 23th 1965

Context

1965 Freedom Rally at Boston Common__________

“It would be irresponsible of me to 
deny the crippling poverty and 
injustice that exists in some 
sections of this community. The 
vision of the New Boston must 
extend into the heart of Roxbury. 
Boston must be a testing ground for 
the ideal of freedom.” 

Martin Luther King, Jr. - Speech on 
Boston Common, ’65

“Little did I imagine that such a day 
was possible when I walked through 
this same Boston Common as a 
student 10 years ago. This will go down 
as one of the greatest days that Boston 
has ever seen.”

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
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Beacon Street

Park Street

Tr
em

on
t S

tr
ee

tCh
ar

le
s 

St
re

et

Context

Vicinity Plan
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Context

Existing Conditions



KING BOSTON MEMORIAL | MASS + SONGHA & COMPANY

Context

Existing Conditions
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Plaza Plan

Context

“In a real sense all life is interrelated. All 
men are caught in an inescapable network 
of mutuality, tied in a single garment of 
destiny. 

Whatever affects one directly, affects all 
indirectly. I can never be what I ought to 
be until you are what you ought to be, and 
you can never be what you ought to be 
until I am what I ought to be...

This is the inter-related structure of 
reality.”

Martin Luther King Jr., Letter from the Birmingham Jail
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Evolving the Design

Peace Walk
BRONZE INLAY FOR NAME PLATES

Collective action is usually 
forgotten. This project is an 
exceptional opportunity to tell the 
story of the Boston people that in 
their fight for social rights 
marched with King during the 
1965 Freedom Rally.
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Evolving the Design

Paving and Bronze Inlays
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Boston Civil Rights Community

Site Update

Sarah-Ann ShawRev. Vernon Carter

Otto P. and Muriel S. Snowden Margaret Moseley Rev. Walter C. Davis

Ruth BatsonRev. James P. BreedenRev. Virgil WoodRev. James ReebMichael E. Haynes

Mel King
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Quote Wall / Bench

Stone

5” CORETTA’S QUOTE
Quote Wall

Bench to Wall
Transition

Bench 
with LOW 

back

Quote Wall

Bench
with MEDIUM back

Bench & Wall
Starting Point

The quotation features solid bronze lettering 
with finish intended to match the sculpture. 
The lettering is to be routed into the stone with 
a slight protrusion.
 

36” x 60”
Companion Seating

36” x 60”
Companion Seating
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Quote Wall / Bench

Technical Drawings
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Quote Wall / Bench

Technical Drawings
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Paving

ARTWORK AT BASE

ARTWORK FOOTING
(X 3)

Cane Detection Limit
Tactile bumps

ARTWORK SECTION AT 6’-8” 
(minimum head clearance)

Tactile bumps in stone
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Paving

LIGHTING 

INGRADE, SMALL APERTURE 
UPLIGHTS ASYMMETRICALLY DISTRIBUTED
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LIGHTING 

Technical Drawings
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SCULPTURE 

Technical Drawings
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Bench

Technical Drawings
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Bench

Technical Drawings
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