
City of Boston, Massachusetts
Office of Police Accountability and Transparency

Stephanie Everett, Executive Director

CIVILIAN REVIEW BOARD- COMPLAINT #102

DATE OF INCIDENT: September 6, 2022

DATE OF FILING: September 6, 2022

ALLEGATION OF MISCONDUCT: Improper use of a BPD vehicle

PRECINCT: Boston Police District E-5, West Roxbury

INVESTIGATOR: Diana Vergara

CRB MEETING DATE: November 15, 2022

DISPOSITION: Not Sustained

SUMMARY OF FACTS:
On September 6th, 2022, the Office of Police Accountability and Transparency (OPAT)
received an online complaint form submission from an anonymous individual.

The Complainant stated they noticed there was a Boston Police Department (BPD) marked
SUV parked in their  neighbor’s driveway “all day, all night, and any time of day that I was
looking out the window, walking by, or driving by.” They stated they believed it was odd to
see an expensive resource be used in this way.

More recently, the Complainant alleged that the BPD SUV stopped being parked in the
neighbor’s driveway and is now being parked on the street outside of the Complainant’s
window and is now more noticeable how often it doesn’t move.

The Complainant feels that the amount of time that the BPD SUV sits unused on the street
is a gross misuse of city resources
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INVESTIGATION
OPAT Deputy Director John Steies communicated with BPD Administrative Staff to
determine if Boston Police has an internal policy regarding BPD officers taking home
department vehicles and if they do, what those guidelines would be. BPD Administrative
Staff directed Deputy Director Steies to the Boston Police Commissioner’s Special Order
Number SO 21-17 from May 13, 2021 with the subject line of “Department Take Home
Vehicle Policy.” That Special Order touches on general considerations and criteria for
being assigned a police vehicle, but focuses on the proper procedures when using these
vehicles. The primary message of this order dictates that extended or unrestricted use of a
vehicle may be permitted with the approval of the Police Commissioner if it is determined
that the general nature of the employee's responsibilities or duties requires such use, but
any other use of a department vehicle is prohibited.

The Boston Police Department policy surrounding take home vehicles for their officers
aims to limit unnecessary and improper use of police vehicles, and contains less specificity
about police vehicles that are parked for too long or that are currently inactive. The most
relevant rule OPAT Staff could find pertaining to this situation was Rule F under Section
IV, which states that "When not in use, assigned take home vehicles must be properly
secured in the immediate vicinity of the residence of the authorized individual."

DISPOSITION:
The Civilian Review Board voted unanimously (7-0) to consider this complaint Not
Sustained. The Officer’s responsibilities permitted them to bring their vehicle home per
Rule F under Section IV.
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